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Washington understood that caring for our
veterans was more than just a way of thanking
them for their service. He recognized the obli-
gation is deeper than that, that when our fel-
low citizens commit themselves to shed blood
for us, that binds our fates with theirs in a way
that nothing else can. And in the end, caring
for those who have given their fullest measure
of devotion to us—and for their families—is a
matter of honor, as a nation and as a people. 

That’s a responsibility you hold; that’s the
work that you do, repaying that debt of honor,
a debt we can never fully discharge. And I
know it’s not always easy. I know there’s much
work ahead to transform this agency for the
21st century. But I have the fullest confidence

that with Secretary Shinseki’s leadership, and
with the hard work of the men and women of
this Department, we will fulfill our sacred
trust and serve our returning heroes as well as
they’ve served us. 

Thank you. God bless you, and God bless
the United States of America. Thank you, ev-
erybody. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:20 p.m. at the
Veterans Affairs Department. In his remarks,
he referred to James R. Benson, public affairs
specialist, and Mahdee Sabir, program special-
ist, Department of Veterans Affairs; and for-
mer Secretary of Veterans Affairs Edward J.
Derwinski.

Remarks on the Federal Budget
March 17, 2009

Hello, everybody. Happy St. Patrick’s Day.
Green tie, not bad, huh? Conrad didn’t get the
memo. You didn’t, either.

Good morning. With the budget commit-
tees hard at work this week, I wanted to meet
with Chairman Conrad and Chairman Spratt
to talk about the progress they’re making on
this budget resolution. 

Because these are no ordinary times, I don’t
just view this budget document as numbers on
a page or a laundry list of programs, I see it as
a economic blueprint for our future, a founda-
tion on which to build a recovery that lasts. 

Now, this budget does not attempt to solve
every problem or address every issue. Because
of the massive deficit we inherited and the
enormous costs of this financial crisis, we have
made some tough choices that will cut our def-
icit in half by the end of my first term and re-
duce it by $2 trillion over the next decade.
That will bring discretionary spending for do-
mestic programs as a share of the economy to
its lowest level in nearly half a century.

What we will not cut back, however, are
those investments that are directly linked to
our long-term prosperity. As I said last week,
we can’t go back to a bubble economy, an
economy based on reckless speculation and
spending beyond our means, on bad credit and
inflated home prices, and some of the shenani-

gans that have been taking place on Wall
Street. Such activity does not lead to the cre-
ation of lasting wealth. It leads to the illusion
of prosperity, and as we’re finding out, it hurts
us all in the end. 

And that’s why this budget makes the in-
vestments that will lead to real growth and real
prosperity, investments that will make a differ-
ence in the lives of this generation and future
generations because it makes us more produc-
tive. 

Because so many Americans are just one ill-
ness or medical emergency away from bank-
ruptcy, we have made a historic commitment
to health care reform in this budget, reform
that will finally lower costs for families, busi-
nesses, and State governments; reform that’s
not a luxury, but a necessity if we hope to
bring down the cost of Medicare and Medicaid
so that we can reduce our deficit in the long
run. This is a fight that Kent Conrad and John
Spratt have been fighting for a long time. The
two gentlemen standing with me today,
they’ve been leaders in efforts to get these en-
titlement programs under control, and they
understand that if we don’t solve the problem
of health care costs now, we are not going to
be able to get a handle on entitlements down
the road.
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Because we know that the countries who out-
educate us today will outcompete us tomorrow,
this budget also invests in a complete and com-
petitive education for every American, in early
childhood education programs that work, in
high standards and accountability for our
schools, in rewards for teachers who succeed,
and an affordable college education for anyone
who wants to go. That’s the reason the three of
us are standing here today. None of us were
born with a silver spoon in our mouths, but we
got a great education. And if we combine addi-
tional resources with a commitment to reform,
then I think we can deliver that for every Amer-
ican child.

Because we know that the new jobs and new
industries of tomorrow will involve harnessing
renewable resources—renewable sources of en-
ergy, this budget will finally spark the transfor-
mation we need to create those jobs and those
businesses right here in America. It makes
clean energy the profitable kind of energy, and
it invests in technologies like wind power and
solar power, advanced biofuels, clean coal, fuel-
efficient cars and trucks.

And because millions of Americans are al-
ready struggling under the weight of their
monthly bills and mortgage payments, this bud-
get does not raise the taxes of any family making
less than $250,000 a year by a single dime. In
fact, 95 percent of all working families will re-
ceive a tax cut as a result of our recovery plan. 

Now, there are those who say the plans in
this budget are too ambitious to enact; to say
that—they say that in the face of challenges that
we face, we should be trying to do less than
more. What I say is that the challenges we face
are too large to ignore. The cost of our health
care is too high to ignore. The dependence on
oil is too dangerous to ignore. Our education
deficit is growing too wide to ignore. To kick
these problems down the road for another 4
years or another 8 years would be to continue
the same irresponsibility that led us to this
point. That’s not why I ran for this office. I
didn’t come here to pass on our problems to the
next President or the next generation; I came
here to solve them. 

I know that there are some on Wall Street
and in Washington who’ve said that we should

only focus on the banking crisis and one prob-
lem at a time. Well, we’re spending a lot of time
focusing on this banking crisis, and we will con-
tinue to do so because until we get liquidity
flowing again, we will not fully recover. But the
American people don’t have the luxury of just
focusing on Wall Street. They don’t have the
luxury of choosing to pay either their mortgage
or their medical bills. They don’t get to pick be-
tween paying for their kids’ college tuition and
saving enough money for retirement. They have
to do all these things. They have to confront all
these problems, and as a consequence, so do
we. 

Now, there’s been a lot of discussion about
this budget already, and I hope we engage in a
healthy debate going forward. The challenges
we face are not partisan. We’re going to get
some numbers with respect to the budget that
may make this even tougher in the coming cou-
ple of weeks. The answers don’t have to be par-
tisan, and I welcome and encourage proposals
and improvements from both Democrats and
Republicans in the coming days. 

But the one thing I will say is this: With the
magnitude of the challenges we face right now,
what we need in Washington are not more po-
litical tactics; we need more good ideas. We
don’t need more point-scoring; we need more
problem-solving. So if there are Members of
Congress who object to specific policies and
proposals in this budget, then I ask them to be
ready and willing to propose constructive, alter-
native solutions. If certain aspects of this budget
people don’t think work, provide us some ideas
in terms of what you do. “Just say no” is the
right advice to give your teenagers about drugs.
It is not an acceptable response to whatever
economic policy is proposed by the other party.

The American people sent us here to get
things done. And in this moment of enormous
challenge, they are watching and waiting for us
to lead. Let’s show them that we’re equal to this
task before us. Let’s pass a budget that puts this
Nation on the road to lasting prosperity. I know
Kent Conrad is committed to doing that; John
Spratt is committed to doing that; I’m commit-
ted to doing that. We’re going to need every-
body working together to get this thing done.

All right? Thank you, everybody.
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NOTE: The President spoke at 10:02 a.m. in
Room 350 of the Dwight D. Eisenhower Ex-
ecutive Office Building. In his remarks, he re-
ferred to Sen. Kent Conrad, chairman, Senate

Budget Committee; and Rep. John M. Spratt,
Jr., chairman, House Committee on the Bud-
get.

Remarks During a Meeting With Prime Minister Brian Cowen of Ireland
and an Exchange with Reporters
March 17, 2009

President Obama. Hello, everybody. Happy
St. Patrick’s Day.

I just want to say that we are incredibly hon-
ored to have the Taoiseach here and his entire
team. This is an affirmation of one of the
strongest bonds between peoples that exist in
the world. You know, when you think about
the history of Ireland and the enormous im-
pact it has had on our own history, and the fact
that you’ve had people from Ireland who have
shed blood on behalf of this country’s inde-
pendence and its freedom, that it has had
probably as much impact on our culture and
our traditions as any country on earth.

The bond and the friendship that is felt be-
tween the United States and Ireland is some-
thing that I think everybody understands, but
as Taoiseach just mentioned, we can’t take for
granted and we have to continually build up-
on.

And so this visit gives us an opportunity to
talk about some of the very important bilateral
issues that we face, also to talk about some of
the global issues that both the United States
and Ireland want to take leadership in. We are
grateful for the lasting friendship that exists
between us.

I, personally, take great interest on St. Pat-
rick’s Day because, as some of you know, my
mother’s family can be traced back to Ireland,
and it turns out that I think our first Irish an-
cestor came from the same county that Taoise-
ach once represented. So we may be cousins.
[Laughter] We haven’t sorted that through
yet. But even if by blood we’re not related, by
culture and affinity, by friendship and mutual
interest, we are certainly related. And this
gives us an opportunity to just continue to
strengthen the incredible bonds that we have
between the two countries.

So thank you so much for visiting us.

The President’s Visit to Ireland

Q. Will you visit—President, will you visit
Offaly?

President Obama. I hope so.
Prime Minister Cowen. Well, can I first of

all thank President Obama and Secretary of
State and all his team for the wonderful wel-
come here to the White House. As President
Obama has said, it’s a great tradition here in
the United States for a warm welcome for Ire-
land, and we deeply appreciate that welcome.
And as I said, in area of contribution, since I
came to America over this weekend, this rela-
tionship is based on substance, it’s based on a
very engaged America working with a contem-
porary, modern Ireland, helping to shape our
history at home and helping us to contribute
so much more by reason of our unity of pur-
pose and our common values. And it is a great
day for the Irish in America today, and I’m
very conscious of that.

More than 44 million of our 70 million
diasporas of the world are residing in the
United States of America. And all of us, my
own family, have reason to be very grateful to
this country, and for what it’s done down the
generations further as we’ve progressed and,
thankfully, go home and marry childhood
sweethearts and end up with Taoiseach
coming over here to meet a man whose
forebears, as he said, was in my electoral
district on one occasion. He said we’re not
related, and he looks forward coming to
Offaly, the only thing I can say to him is he’s
not going to share a slate with me over there,
because I can’t compete with this man even in
Offaly. [Laughter] But he would be very, very
welcome.
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